CHAPTER XIL

THE CAPTURE OF MANDALA7.

As has already been detailed, the Expeditionary Force arrived at
Rangoon between the 5th and llth November, and immediately
proceeded up the river to Thayetmyo, Major-General Prendergast
received his orders to advance on Mandalay on the 14th November-
1885, and hostilities began that day, by the armed steamers Irra-
waddy and Kathleen crossing the frontier, engaging the Burman bat-
teries near ISTyaungbinmaw, and, after a smart skirmish, capturing
a King's ship, The ship was sent down to Thayetmyo in charge of
the Kathleen, while the Irrawaddy brought down the two flats which
she had been towing at the time of her capture. One of these had
been prepared for sinking in the river, and had rows of posts, each
ten feet high by six inches square, let into the deck and sharpened
into points which must inevitably have destroyed any shallow-
bottomed river steamer that ran against them. When the ship
was first shelled, the crew jumped overboard and fled, accompanied
by Commotto, one of two Italian adventurers (Commotto and
Molinari) who had become hirelings of the King. To Commotto
had been allotted the task of blocking the river near the frontier,
which he was on his way to accomplish, while Molinari was charged
with strengthening the fortifications below Mandalay. From the
papers left on the steamer by Commotto information was obtained
as to the King's military preparations, which corroborated the
news given by the ^last two Irrawaddy Flotilla Company's ships
which had run the gauntlet of the forts in their latest trip down
stream.
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